FUNDING SUBMISSION FOR LENAH VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

By Michelle Chadwick

Parent of LVPS student
Psychologist/ Literacy Consultant
St Giles and Private Practice

https://michellechadwickliteracy.com.au/

Proposal Summary*
Please provide a "one sentence" summary of the proposal (10-12 words max)

There is a significant need to purchase more decodable books for
students.

Proposal Detail
Please provide any relevant detail around your proposal. If you have any information around
benefits, which students will benefit most, or ballpark costs please include below.

***NOTE: PLEASE SEE GLOSSARY AT END OF THIS DOCUMENT FOR TERMS (IN ITALICS)
WHICH MAY BE UNFAMILIAR

WHAT ARE DECODABLE BOOKS?

“Decodable books are simple books that are written for the beginning reader and contain the

specific grapheme-phoneme correspondences students have learned. This provides learners with
the opportunity to use their developing segmenting and blending skills to read words in order to
develop automaticity, or the ability to recognise words quickly and effortlessly, and experience
independent reading success”. From Five From Five: (see here). Note: Grapheme-phoneme

correspondences (GPCs) are letters or letter groups that correspond to sounds in words.

RATIONALE/ BENEFIT:

1. Reading researchers emphasise that decodable books are an essential part of reading

instruction.
For example, see here. Research shows the importance of reading material being decodable at

the early stages of reading: e.g. a synthesis of research in 2012 showed:


https://michellechadwickliteracy.com.au/
https://fivefromfive.com.au/decodable-readers/
https://fivefromfive.com.au/decodable-readers/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11145-011-9355-2

“Collectively the results indicate that decodability is a critical characteristic of early reading text as
it increases the likelihood that students will use a decoding strategy and results in immediate

benefits, particularly with regard to accuracy.”

This is even more important for struggling readers; e.g.: “Below-average readers demonstrated
greater comprehension increases than average readers given phonics plus decodable texts”

(source)

2. Decodable books are now specified as required by the Australian Curriculum 9.0
e For the Foundation (Prep) year: AC9EFLY04

"read decodable and authentic texts using developing phonic knowledge, and monitor meaning

using context and emerging grammatical knowledge"

e and Grade One: ACOE1LY04
"read decodable and authentic texts using developing phonic knowledge, phrasing and fluency,

and monitoring meaning using context and grammatical knowledge"

The large majority of home readers currently given to prep and grade one students do not
align with the current curriculum, as they are early-stage "levelled readers”, which are neither
decodable nor authentic texts. Because they use controlled text (e.g. predictable/ repetitive text)
designed to scaffold reading, they are not "authentic texts". All mentions of "predictable text"
have been removed from the curriculum, following feedback from reading researchers that these
do not align with the science of how children learn to read (see here and here ) In addition, the

relevant curriculum goals specify that “reading should be practised using developing phonic

knowledge” (as well as phrasing and fluency in grade one). Clearly, children cannot use phonic
knowledge they have not yet learnt, so they should only be expected to practise reading words
that they can phonologically decode (combined with a few known high frequency words that are
not yet decodable, to create meaningful text at the appropriate level). Decodable readers give
children the best opportunity to practise the skills they have learnt, in a meaningful, coherent
way (practising reading whole phrases and sentences that they can decode), to maximise the

other stated goal of "monitoring meaning".

3. LVPS is in significant need of a greater range and quantity of decodable readers.

For my child who has now finished grade two, there was only a very short time, during part of her
prep year, that she had access to decodable books from school. The excellent prep teacher went
out of her way and had to be resourceful to provide these readers - the ones provided were

mostly either online or print-outs. Since then, there were no decodable home readers available to


https://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?&title=First-grade%20reading%20gains%20following%20enrichment%3A%20Phonics%20plus%20decodable%20texts%20compared%20to%20authentic%20literature%20read%20aloud&journal=Reading%20Improvement&volume=46&pages=191-205&publication_year=2009&author=Beverly%2CBL&author=Giles%2CRM&author=Buck%2CKL#d=gs_qabs&t=1670821243179&u=%23p%3D6kUOybIsmfEJ
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english/foundation-year_year-1_year-2_year-3_year-4_year-5_year-6_year-7_year-8_year-9_year-10/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGFY&content-description-code=AC9EFLY04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=0&view=quick
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/learning-areas/english/foundation-year_year-1_year-2_year-3_year-4_year-5_year-6_year-7_year-8_year-9_year-10/content-description?subject-identifier=ENGENGY1&content-description-code=AC9E1LY04&detailed-content-descriptions=0&hide-ccp=0&hide-gc=0&side-by-side=1&strands-start-index=0&subjects-start-index=0&view=quick
https://fivefromfive.com.au/blog/on-porcupines-and-predictable-text-what-are-predictable-texts-and-why-are-they-a-problem/
https://fivefromfive.com.au/blog/ten-years-after-the-first-version-the-australian-curriculum-gets-it-right-on-reading/

my child through the school, despite her clearly benefiting from these (because | was lucky
enough to access them elsewhere). It seems clear that LVPS is in significant need of a greater
range and quantity of decodable readers. My child no longer needs them, but they are important
for children in prep and grade one (and older students at this reading level), as well as very useful
for grade two students. These books are likely to be welcomed by teachers, parents and

children for helping them achieve students’ reading goals as specified in the curriculum.

RECOMMENDED PRODUCTS

Decodable books recommended for LVPS include:

e Letters and Sounds (NOT Phase One as this is not decodable text)- both fiction and non-

fiction. These align with the Letters and Sounds scope and sequence mostly used by LVPS.

$25 per pack of 8. (source)

e Phonic Books - a range from younger beginning readers (e.g. Dandelion Readers) to the
catch-up readers for older students. The latter are highly engaging and age appropriate

for struggling older readers. (source)

o Little Learners Love Literacy - e.g. Pip and Tim. These have the benefit of being Australian

and are also highly engaging. (source)

e Any Initia-Lit/ Multi-Lit readers (Australian), including the Wattle series which won the

prize for best decodable book series from Speech Pathology Australia this

year. https://multilit.com/product/prif001/

Note:

e The above books are systematic not only in their introduction of GPCs, but also in
their grading of word structures, like adjacent consonants and words with more
than one syllable, that can be too difficult for some children at the early stage of
their reading.

e Some decodable books may be too difficult for struggling readers, like SPELD SA
and Decodable Readers Australia, because they are not systematic in the grading
of word structure.

e There are many other decodable books to choose from — e.g,, see this list:

https://www.spelfabet.com.au/phonics-resources/07-decodable-books/



https://www.smartkids.com.au/products/the-code-phase-2-fiction-readers-1?variant=39913399713910&currency=AUD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&utm_campaign=gs-2019-05-19&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=Cj0KCQiAz9ieBhCIARIsACB0oGJNxLpQVJvF0fIhkU8KeXPgY5Wd4JU2YtByHp5JDO-mSTOo7Wb5dK0aArP-EALw_wcB
https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/product-category/catch-up-readers/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAnNacBhDvARIsABnDa68amqx-VWbt46I9lc_sS356HvD_B456ish2z2EeB4emBkGSdHsndekaAghvEALw_wcB
https://www.littlelearnersloveliteracy.com.au/collections/decodable-books
https://multilit.com/product/prif001/
https://www.spelfabet.com.au/phonics-resources/07-decodable-books/

e There are also online libraries/ subscriptions which might prove more

economical, such as: https://library.multilit.com/

e Failing sufficient funding for books, there is the option to allow allocation
of Teacher Assistant time to make durable resources from free online decodable

readers, such as:

https://phonicsplaycomics.co.uk/comics.html

https://rolls.bublup.com/abctutor/free-decodable-books

https://www.speldsa.org.au/speld-phonic-books

VERY USEFUL FREE RESOURCE

to aid teachers in selecting appropriate readers for the different phases of Letters and Sounds:

Initial code: https://www.speldnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Basic-Code-Letters-

and-Sounds.pdf

Extended code: https://www.speldnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Extended-Code-
SPELD-NSW.pdf

Since Letters and Sounds is the dominant scope and sequence at LVPS, it is important to align
readers to this sequence as far as possible. See the above link for explanation and a guide for

how to do this with a variety of decodable readers.

COST:
Any small amount of funding to purchase decodable books would benefit students (e.g. one set
for $25). Ideally, there would be a variety of books to cover the needs of seven potential
classrooms for at least prep and grade one students.

e For example, there could be a purchase of:

e Letters and Sounds — Phase 2, 3, 4, 5 (1 set each) x 3 classrooms = $300

e Little Learners Love Literacy (LLLL)- Pip and Tim, Stage 1 to 7: $480 X 3 classrooms

= $1,440 (includes 224 books: a full set each for 3 classrooms)
e Phonic Book Catchup Readers - Moon Dogs 1-3, Magic Belt, Alba, Talisman:

$341.10 (includes 64 books: 6 sets covering all levels between them)
e Total = $2,081.10 (More would be even better, to ensure regular availability for

all students in early grades)


https://library.multilit.com/
https://phonicsplaycomics.co.uk/comics.html
https://rolls.bublup.com/abctutor/free-decodable-books
https://www.speldsa.org.au/speld-phonic-books
https://www.speldnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Basic-Code-Letters-and-Sounds.pdf
https://www.speldnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Basic-Code-Letters-and-Sounds.pdf
https://www.speldnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Extended-Code-SPELD-NSW.pdf
https://www.speldnsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Extended-Code-SPELD-NSW.pdf

Notes:
e Letters and Sounds, LLLL and Moon Dogs can all be read as stand-alone books, so
don't need to be read in order (as long as they match the child's decodable
reading stage).

e Magic Belt, Alba and Talisman need to be read in order for each series.

Thanks for considering this submission. LVPS has wonderful teachers who | believe would

make excellent use of more decodable books to enhance students’ learning.

GLOSSARY:

Decoding: reading words by “sounding out” — blending the letter-sounds/ grapheme-phoneme
correspondences. This is also known as “phonological decoding”. Some use the term “"decoding”
to mean any method of working out a written word — but this is not the true meaning of
decoding, which refers to the code of GPCs

Graphemes: Letters or groups of letters that correspond to phonemes/ sounds

Grapheme- phoneme correspondences (GPCs): the connection between graphemes and

phonemes - e.g. the grapheme “ea” can spell the phonemes /ee/ as in eat, /e/ as in bread and

/ae/ as in steak

Phonemes: The smallest sounds in spoken words

Phonics: teaches the connection between the written letters/ graphemes and the sounds of

spoken language

Scope and sequence: The sequence and pace that GPCs are introduced in different phonics

programs

Systematic phonics: Systematic phonics is introduced in a careful sequence, mastering more basic

content before combining it with new content.



