Hi Prue,

Great to talk to you yesterday. Here are some points we discussed, with links to
further information.

Suggested priorities

for change in literacy instruction in Tasmanian schools. These start with what |
estimate would be simplest to implement (the least barriers), and become
increasingly complex to implement:

1. Reducing and ideally removing the influence of

ALEA (https://www.alea.edu.au/) in educator pre-service and in-service professional
development, and engage more fully with AERO, which is funded and appropriately
qualified for this purpose.

See the current petition by Marshall Roberts and his paper detailing the problems
with Tas education department sourcing PD from ALEA

members: https://www.merchantsofilliteracy.net/

This could also be in line with the quality teacher education review, which has AERO
CEO Jennifer Donovan on the panel. The panel is due to give advice to education
ministers in July 2023:
https://www.education.gov.au/quality-initial-teacher-education-review/teacher-

education-expert-panel-0

2. Mandating the Phonics Screening Check (PSC) in Tasmania:

This is mandated, with evidence of effectiveness, in the UK, SA and NSW (and
Victoria from this year). Tasmania has been trialing it in a few schools (I'm yet to
hear of results) and it is available for all schools but | never hear of it being used for
my clients. The next step is mandating it for Tasmania.

data showing its effectiveness:
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/k12/news/opinion-does-the-year-1-phonics-
check-lead-to-improved-reading-outcomes/274759

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/docs/curriculum/2021-phonics-screening-check-
results-fact-sheet.pdf

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/educational-data/cese/publications/research-
reports/phonics-screening-check-2021

what it looks like:
https://www.literacyhub.edu.au/media/spyn5v3g/check-for-families-student. pdf

3. Supplying every school with decodable books:
NSW has recently done this. This is best done in conjunction with the PSC and
related PD, so that all staff know how to use them.
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| have attached my recent funding submission to my child's school for purchase of
decodable books, which details some research and how decodable books
are required by the current national curriculum.

4. Reducing and ideally removing early levelled readers and related assessments
from schools

Remove early levelled readers, which contain predictable text. References to these
have been removed from the curriculum as they are not in line with the science (see
my funding submission attached).

Remove time-consuming and inaccurate PM Benchmark assessments and running
records, which are widely used in public schools and not in line with science.
Research shows one levelled reader assessment to be less accurate than tossing a
coin (very similar to PM Benchmark and based on the same theory). The researcher
believes the results apply to all levelled reader systems (I can share my
correspondence with the researcher if helpful).

5. Implement the other recommendations in the Tasmanian Roadmap to Literacy,
including those related to community organisations outside of schools (e.qg.
intervention services, including for adults and young children not yet in school).

Things that may help institute change:

1. AERO describes how this process can be achieved within schools with
external providers: https://www.edresearch.edu.au/sites/default/files/2022-
12/working-external-organisations-evidence-example-practice-aa.pdf

2. | notice that Dr Lisa Denny gave a presentation to the premier's literacy
panel, which includes a range of such external organisations on the last
page of the powerpoint: -e.g. South Australian Literacy Guarantee, Catalyst
at Canberra Goulburn Catholic Education, EdVance, CogLearn, TeachWell,
SOLAR Lab at Latrobe University, Edith Cowan University

3. Jennifer Buckingham (from Multi-Lit +61 2 9886 6600) would be a very
useful contact, as she is involved in Catalyst (in the above list) and the
Catholic Ed system in Tasmania, in improving literacy instruction in schools

4, |think we need to require government-funded individuals and organisations
to demonstrate their understanding of the science of reading (e.g how
orthographic mapping works) if they are to influence literacy instruction and
particularly if they are dismissing points that have scientific consensus (I am
looking to develop a knowledge check for this purpose, with input from
reading scientists).

5. The Peter Underwood Centre, Tasmania
(https://www.utas.edu.au/underwood-centre/about-us) - Reduce its
influence and/ or require collaboration with AERO to ensure they
understand how to interpret literacy research. It is concerning that some
reports and promotion of literacy practises by this organisation reflect lack
of understanding of the science, and that they are guiding the current Lifting
Literacy framework. See the section on Peter Underwood Centre in
Marshall Roberts paper p. 37 https://www.merchantsofilliteracy.net/ and |
am happy to provide other examples. Point 4 above would be applicable for
some members of this Centre.
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6. The Sold a Story podcast and discussion points provided are useful to
share widely to promote awareness in an engaging
way. https://features.apmreports.org/sold-a-story/

| am happy to help in any way e.g. providing more information/ helping with
assessment/ consultation in the future, etc.
Please feel free to ask more questions!

Warm regards,
Michelle

Michelle Chadwick (MAPS)
Psychologist/ Literacy Consultant
https://michellechadwickliteracy.com.au



https://features.apmreports.org/sold-a-story/
https://michellechadwickliteracy.com.au/

